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THE FATAL EFFECTS OF NON-REFORM. 


PresJUDICE and superstition are undoubtedly two powerful 
enemies to progress. Ignorance, the pool in which the former 
thrives, and a misguided belief, which is the source of the latter, 
are evils of such magnitude, that to suppress them requires all the 
force of convincing reason and all the dignity of true religion. 
However, mighty as are these foes, if we are but aware of them, 
we can arm ourselves with all the weapons with which science 
and sincere picty furnish us, and the victory will not long be 
doubtful. But there is another enemy to progress, a foe by far 
‘more formidable, a corrosive canker wasting the vital elements of 


advance, and that foe is—indifference. It does not oppose its. 


adversaries by any menacing. position; but, being coiled up 


within its impenetrable retreat, it engages in no combat, and thus || 


becomes invincible. 


Such an indifference, not to be disturbed by anything, marks 


the line of conduct which our spiritual leaders seem to have 


chosen for themselves, with respect to reforms in the field of 
‘Yeligion, As long-as such inactivity is productive of no harm, 


there is an excuse for it; not every one feels within him the 
calling of a reformer, not every one is gifted with that decisive 
energy which is requisite to carry out innovations. But when 
the treasure which they are appointed to guard is likely to be 
injured from their want of action, then, we say, it becomes their 
duty to be alive to the interests of the holy religion which they 
have to teach. We will endeavour briefly to point out the 
dangers which threaten our religious system, if our. spiritual 
guides will not step forward to undertake its reorganisation. 
~ It is an undeniable fact, that the desire for reform is general. 
It is not confined to Neologists; even the most orthodox Jew is, 


to say the least, prepared for reforms. ‘There are among our | 


religious observances some that are actually worm-eaten, the 
time for which has gone by, and though it is true that the gene- 


rality of the Jews do not observe these precepts, yet they exist. 


as such. But we deem it unjust to leave a religious system 
encumbered with ordinances which are repugnant to the feelings 
of its faithful followers; and it is this repugnance that has 
called forth of late. the loud expressions of discontent. Had 
those expressions been understood and responded to by the 
spiritual heads, we should not have seen lay-men taking into their 


own hands the arduous and, as is proved by facts, perilous task of © 


reform. Reforms in religious matters, we are of opinion, ought 
always to emanate from those men who are pre-eminently im- 
pressed with the sanctity of that religion, and who ean be expected 
‘to be led by no other than the purest and most sincere intentions. 
Our readers will recollect the principles which the friends of 
reform at Worms have laid down as the basis of a regenerated 
religious system. Truly, a religion constructed on those prin- 
ciples will be much more like Cosmopolitism than Judaism. 
That system, if carried out, will out-root some of the vital 
elements of our holy faith. But such must invariably be the 


ease, when men are driven to be reformers who lack the due. 


Veneration for every religious ordinance, and, with all good-will, 
do not possess sufficient knowledge to distinguish between the 


bling, and the singing system. * 


essential and the incidental. It will often happen to them, that — 


when they imagine they are going merely to tear out some insig- 
nificant shoot, they find, 


Tluie atro liquuntur sanguine gutte,”’ 


that they have touched the life-blood of their creed. We give, 
as an instance only, their desire of abolishing the Hebrew lan- 


guage in our prayers, which, if it should become a reality, would — 


strike a blow at the very root of Judaism. 


In a similar manner we have learned that, in a Synagogue at 
New York, where the prayers have been curtailed, the passage of 
awn 15>) has been struck out from the evening service 
of the Sabbath, an alteration which is as injudicious as it is arbi- 


trary. 


religion receives, viz., the uniformity in our religious practices 


will be utterly destroyed. ‘Fhere have not been any very great 
strides made as yet in England as regards reform in our public 


worship, and, nevertheless, what a difference does there already — 
exist in the several Synagogues! Both m Birmingham and in — 
Liverpool, the ceremony of the priests blessing the congregation — 
| has been altogether abolished; and even in the different Syna- 
-gogues of the metropolis we find a variety of the silent, the mum- 


« 


To these evils, which must unavoidably arise from the absti- 


~nence which our Rabbins preserve with regard to reform, what 


can they oppose as an excuse for their slothfulness ? Rabbinism, 


in our age, is an incongruity. It is the offspring of a period so _ 


utterly different from the present, that we feel convinced that the 


Rabbins from whom we derive such numerous religious precepts, — 
which are looked upon by many as binding upon us, these 


Rabbins, were they alive now, would not only not think it judi- 
cious to introduce those ordinances, but would be quite as ready 
to abolish customs which might prove injurious to true Judaism, 
as they have been to fence our sacred religion with additional 
commandments. It is quite natural to assume, that any law 


which owes its origin to a certain juncture of the times, to a 


* We remind our readers of the following words which our Reverend 


Pastor uttered in a Sermon delivered in the New Synagogue, Great 
St. Helen’s, about three yéars ago, on wo) Maw 5605 :—* There must be no 
division among us: even In our customs and ceremonial worship we should 
be all alike, all cling to one standard, one form of service."’ Impressed with 
the necessity of reforms, and with the danger accruing from such reforms 
being undertaken by laymen, our revered Pastor then continued :-—“* Alas | 


there are one party which cling to every thing that is ancient allhough con- | 


trary to the Law, whilst another seek reform where it is not wanted, and lay 
their ruthless hand upon the sanctuary of sanctuaries ; who reject all which 
they cannot comprehend with their short-sighted understanding. Neither 
of the two pursue the right path. ‘ The valley shall be exaited,’ the levellers 
rust adopt what they rejected ; ‘and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low,’ they who renerale superstitious customs because of their antwypuily, 
must abandon them ; else our nation would be like Ephraim, of whom tlosea 
saith (Hos. vii. 8)-—‘ Ephraim is like a cake not turned,’ like a cake of 
which the one side is baked so much thatit is burned, and the other so little 
that it is raw.” 


Besides the danger to which our religious system must be 
exposed when our leaders remain inactive and leave the work of 
reform to lay-men, there is another inevitable injury which our 
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off the excrescences, which cannot fail to be injurious to the whole 
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certain confluence of circumstances, might be, in fact ought to be, 
abolished, when the character of those circumstances is altered, or 
when others have arisen to counteract them. With the strictest 
orthodoxy, nay, even with the most superstitious bias, no one can 
contend that all the precepts of our religion bear the stamp of 
eternity, or that some of our prayers have not been introduced to 
meet the exigencies of a certain period. Thus we know that the 
obnoxious prayer of c'}w2105) has only been instituted against 
the sect of Sadducees, of whom it was feared that they would 
impair the purity of the faith, and who were besides hated for 
calumniating the Jews with their lords, the Romans. But though 
the sect of the Sadducees is not now existing around us, and no ; 
such fear is entertained, the prayer continues to figure by the 
side of others of real significance, and, by the uninformed, is 
recited with the same devotion as every other passage. 
Many other prayers, and also other religious practices, bear | 
the distinct marks of being only temporary introductions; and 
why should our authorities hesitate to clear the vineyard of the 
Surely, the Rabbins of the Talmud 
were less scrupulous in this regard. The compiler of the Mishna 
placed the divergent opinions in contraposition to each other, and || 
named the authors of all opinions, with the express view, that if, 
at any succeeding period, an ecclesiastical tribunal should feel 
inclined to deviate from the decision come to by the Rabbins of 
former times, they might there find an authority for their alter- 
-ation.t Maimonides, whom even the most scrupulous follower — 
of our religion will never think of considering a frivolous inno- 
myn nyp Sy po MA 4D 15D 
myw, “ Like as a physician sometimes ampu- 
tates the hand or foot of a person in order to preserve his life, so 
may an ecclesiastical tribunal decree, in an emergency of the > 
time, the infringement of some laws in order to preserve the 
essential parts of the religion.” 


This is the position which we should like to see our authorities ||. 


assume. We should like them to be the physicians, ready to cut 


structure. If they will not take warning, unskilful hands, burn-— 
img with the desire of benefiting the organism, will cut off healthy 
parts together with the unsound ones, or, still worse, will deprive | 
the body of the former, and leave the latter to brood new harm. | 
If our spiritual guides are disinclined to reforms from the reflec- 


tion that they would be productive of little good, they should |} 


introduce them as preventives of great evil. 


have also seen a suggestion, that the Wav conversive is a 


| be persuaded, that the several terminations which characterise the 


begin with a similar sound, gu. In English, the relative pro- 


| relative pronouns, together with many conjunctions, begin likewise 


| aorist by prefixing an augment to the future and slightly changing 


SUGGESTIONS ON THE HEBREW CONJUNCTION 


The inquiry into the derivation and nature of a conjunction, or, | 
in fact, anv particle, is attended with peculiar difficulties, arising 
from the vagueness of meaning which those words have, if they 
can at all be said to have any meaning. It will be allowed by 
all who are but commonly versed in grammatical studies, that, 
properly speaking, a conjunction* derives its meaning from the 
connexion and the relation of the sentences which it is employed 
to join, so that it would be next to an impossibility to define the 
exact meaning of a conjunction.+ 


+ Mishaoa, tract Edioth, i. 4—6, 


Maunonides, Hilehoth Mamrim, sect. 


1 need hardly mention, that this only applies to what | would term proper 
conjunctions, Such as merely serve for the connexion of sentences, not such 
as conyey at the same time an idea, as. “‘ before,” “after,” ete. 

+ lam weil aware that, for the sake of convenience, the grammarians and 
lexicographers ascribe certain meanings to certain conjunctions; but it must 
be borne in mind, that we often sacrifice, in expression, the strict correct- 


Before entering into the inquiry about the Hebrew Wao 
must premise that I take the term “ conjunction” jin jtg wile 
sense, in which it is applicable not only to the Way conjun bay 
but also to the Wav conversive. , ae 

It has been a common system with Hebrew grammarians 
consider servile letters as the remnants or fragments of sed 
words which they are supposed to represent ; we will only remind 
the reader of the several suggestions on the definite article 74 
In a similar manner, it has been attempted to trace the nature of 
the Wav from its name, 1}, “ a nail” —something joining—anq | 


frag. 
ment of the verb 75, “ to be.”’§ But these hypotheses must be 


grounded on the assumption, that what is now expressed by one 
letter was originally represented by words —an assumption which 
I think anything but probable. On the contrary, I imagine the 
the more ancient a language is, the more numerous will be tho 
instances where it expresses by a simple sound what is, in modern 
languages, rendered by a word; for instance, I could not easily 


different cases in Latin were originally as many different words, . 
I am, therefore, of opinion, that the Hebrew Wav is no more 
than the simple sound of W, V, or U, nearly related to, or, 
perhaps, the same with, the Digamma olicum, or the Spiritus 
Asper, of the Greeks.|| This sound seems to be peculiarly adapted 
for joining sentences. We find that, in Greek, all the relative 
pronouns (which are conjunctions in the widest sense), begin with 
the Spiritus Asper, and also many conjunctions, as, we, dre, iva, 
etc. In Latin, the relative pronouns, and many conjunctions, 


noun begins with the same sound, wh; and in German, the 
~The Hebrew language not only uses this Wav to connect 
sentences, but also prefixes the same sound, as an augment, to_ 
several tenses of the verb; by which it forms new tenses to ex- 
press the delicate differences in the succession of time. The 
future tense, with the Wav prefixed, forms a tense for narration, 
in the very same manner in which the Greek language forms an 


the terminations. The formation of a future tense from a past 
finds, likewise, a parallel in Greek, where the so-called Paulo-post- 
futurum is formed from the perfect tense. 
There is, indeed, a difference between the vowel-points accom- 
panying the JVav conversive future and the Wav conversive pre- 
terite; but this difference must be explained from the circum- 
stance of the former being prefixed to the servile letters, while 
the latter is always joined with the root of the verb. | 
Having thus traced what might be termed the etymology of 
the Hebrew will briefly define its meaning. ~The Wavis 
the conjunction of the Hebrew language, the same as we is the 


on 


_ joins a sentence, the verb of which is in the potential mood, to another 
sentence, the meaning of ut is, that,’’ in order that,’ etc. 
} The most ingenious of these suggestions, in my opinion, is the one 
which derives the definite article from the personal pronoun X11. There 
certainly seems to be an analogy between the definite article and the pro- 
noun of the third person. In Greek, 6 represents both these parts of speech; 
and from the Latin ille, the Italian il and the French le are undoubtedly 
§ Vide “ Critical Grammar of the Hebrew Language,” by I. Nordheimer. 
|| Ido not think that any objection can be raised to my considering the 
Digamma olicum as the same sound with the Spiritus <Asper, though 
there may have been a shade of difference between the two. _ | find, at least, 
that in the English words, “ who” and * whole,” those two sounds a 
expressed by the same characters, the two English words being respective” 
related to, if not derived from, the Greek words, 6 (which has the Digamm?) 


ness to practical utility. Thus, for instance, we say in the Latin Grammar. _ 
that the conmpanction uf governs the potential mood when it signifies ** that.” 


and vdog (which has the Spiritus Asper). 
€ Even the circumstance of the same sound being employed as 


a col: 
finds 4 


“i order that,”’ etc; 3 and it FOVCTHS the indicative mood when it Sicnifies 


aS, as sOOn as, ete.; while, properly, we ought to say, “ When uf 


junction, and at the same time for the formation of new tenses 
precede nt in Latin, viz., the sound vw forms the conjunction ve, or 
} ecis chiefly used as the termination to form the perfect tenses. 


” and 
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conjunction of the Greek, and wut is the conjunction of the Latin.** 
It combines all the relations under which sentences can be con- 


nected, beginning from the simple juxtaposition of a relative 
sentence, TT and extending to every kind of co-ordination and sub- 


ordination. It is, therefore, impossible to state how it should be 
translated in English, or any other language, because the nature 
of the sentences which it connects always decides its respective 
meaning. The most important use of the Wav, however, is to 
supply the place of the different tenses. Thus the pluperfect is 
very frequently expressed by that sound, which is then prefixed 


to both the verbs that are so connected; as, for instance, nnpn) 


ao mx winim, “ When she had opened it, she perceived the 
child.” 

It has often been remarked as a strange peculiarity, that the 
Wav, being a conjunction, should be found at the beginning of a 
chapter not in any connexion with what precedes, or sometimes 
where it forms the very beginning of a work. This is, surely, 


not more strange than, for instance, Xenophon commencing his i| 


“ Apology for Socrates,” by the words, Swxpdroue 


Coxet elvac, Where the conjunction ce, “ but,” stands likewise 


without connecting a sentence to something preceding. 
-T have written the above suggestions, not for those for whom 


the study of languages is a field of dead letters, who, content. 


with merely comparing one expression with another, are utterly 


apparent differences; but for those who are wont to consider 


language as the dignified medium through which the Lord of. 
the Creation is enabled to communicate the different operations of 
his wonderful structure. [am well aware that these observations || 
must bear the stamp of imperfection, as they are merely based on || 
the knowledge of Hebrew and that of the classical languages, 
with the exclusion of other Oriental languages, which are so_ 
essential in these inquiries ; but, nevertheless, they may, perhaps, | 
_ bea welcome contribution to any one who is engaged in similar 


but more extensive researches. 


FIRST SETTLEMENT OF THE JEWS IN POLAND.* 
- The historical records of Poland do not agree about the exact 
After the intro- | 


| period when the Jews arrived in that country. 
duction of Christianity into Poland, the Polish lords and the new 


clergy made zealous efforts to destroy all chronicles, together with || 
the monuments of Paganism, and thus removed all the vestiges 


of the past, so that the most ancient national record begins with 
Prince Mieczyslas, i. e. in the middle of the ninth century. 


The historian, Naruszewicz, reports, that the settlement of the | 
Jews in Poland was long previous to the period when the most | 


ancient chronicles of that country begin; while other authors 


state, that in the time of the persecutions which the Jews had | 


to suffer in Germany from the sword-bearing knights, a great 


| number of Jews sought and found a refuge in Poland.t These ||: 


_ ** It is a remarkable coincidence, that the Hebrew Wav, as well as the 
Greek we, and the Latin ut, contain the comparative element. Passages 


where the Wav is applied as a comparative particle, are Prov. xxv. 295 |) 
|. Job xii. 18 etc, | 
tt That the Wav has likewise the power of a relative pronoun is apparent | 


from the following passage (Gen. xlix. 25):— STW AR) PAR ONT, 
“ By the God of thy fathers who shall help thee, and by the Almighty who 
Shall bless thee.” | 


* We have translated the above account. from Hollanderski’s work “ Les | 


Israelites de Pologne,” and we take this opportunity of recommending this 
Work to the notice of our readers. Any one desirous of gathering in- 
formation about our co-religionists in Poland, will find in the volume 
alluded to, a clear and complete history of the Jews in that country, 
the time of their first settlement there, down to a very late period. The 
book contains, besides, accurate statistical tables of the Israelites in Poland, 


€ synopsis of their mental and social condition, and some exceedingly 
interesting details respecting the Jewish sects of the Caraites, that of Shab- 
bethy-Zevy, that of the Frankists, and that of the Chassidim.—Ep. J.Cu. 

+ Grabowski states in his work on the Jews of Poland, that it was about 
| the year 1096, that the Jews were first seen in Poland. 


from | 


‘|| capital was called Amot. 


_ says in his Work,§ that the existence of Jews in Poland dates 


town named Bat. 
Massandi, another Arabian geographer, contemporary to Ebn 


the German Jews. 


two opinions, though apparently contradictory, may be easily 
reconciled. We are of opinion that the Israelites in the north of 
Poland came thither at the inning of the eleventh century 
from Germany{ where their brethren were subjected to cruel 
persecutions; while it seems that the Jews have been settled in 


the southern provinces, at a much earlier period. In all proba- 


bility, they arrived there in the time when numerous barbarous 
hordes migrated from the east to the west. In a letter to Abd-el- 
Rahman, minister to the king of the Khazars, two Polish Israel- 


ites, viz., Marc Saoul, and Marc Joseph, are recorded to have 


arrived at Cordova with the delegates of that monarch. Carmoly 


back perhaps very nearly to the foundation of that kingdom, 
because, under Zimomislas, there were already a great number 
there. On the summit of mount Caucasus, the Mosaic religion was 
adopted and professed by the king of the Khazars, which circum- 
stance gives us reason to believe, that both the number and the 


influence of the Jews in that part were very considerable. Thence 


they emigrated into the Russian and Polish provinces, where 
they occupied themselves chiefly with commerce, and the exchange 
of agricultural productions, and thus served as mediators between 


the north and the south, 
The opinion which we have just advanced, is also confirmed by 
|| Czacki, who (in his Work, “ Disserfation on the Jews,” Roz-— 
heedless of the intrinsic connexion that might exist between these | 


prawa o Zydach, p. 69), speaks of an Arabian Geographer, Ebn 


Hankel, who lived at the beginning of the twelfth century, and 
_ who says that there was a kingdom on the borders of the Menod- — 


Atel, or Volga, reputed for its agriculture, and whose king was 
a Jew. He had 9 Cadis, and 1200 soldiers; in his capital, a 
The followers of different creeds enjoyed 


Hankel, relates, that in the capital of the Khazars, there lived 
likewise Jews; that their king was an Israelite, and that their — 


We must not omit to mention here that the Russian historian, 
Karamsin, in accordance with all other Russian chroniclers, says, 


that the Jews settled in that country before the tenth century. 


Nestor relates, that the Jews of the kingdom of the Khazars 
endeavoured to persuade Wladimir, grand duke of Moscovy, to 
adopt their religion. 
In the library of the Vatican, there are books published by 


Russian Jews in the year 1094.0 


- Vincent Kadlubek, a Polish historian, mentions the Jews for 


the first time in the year 1176. He says that the Christians then — 


persecuted the Jews for a mere pastime. Mieczyslas “the old,” 
prince of Poland, and the authorities of the country, then took 
- Letters-patent of the thirteenth century (the years 1203 and 
1207) testify, that.the Jews could then acquire landed property ; 
for mention is made there of villages which they possessed by an 
In 1264, Boleslas, prince of Great Poland, granted some privi- 
leges to the Israelites; and these privileges were afterwards 


the Jews under their protection, and punished the Christians as the 


| extended to the other provinces by Casimir the Great. | 


- This great monarch was often obliged to punish with severity 


the monks and the nobles who attempted to counteract his paternal 


views. Alive to the evils under which the peasants laboured, and 


sensible of the cruelty to which all those who earned a morsel of | 


bread by the sweat of their brow were exposed from their savage 
lords, he made it his particular care to afford them protection, and 
strove to raise the towns by bringing commerce and industry to a 


t Their immigration from German countries may also be proved, from 
the analogy which exists in their ceremonies and their ritual, with that of 
Their language, a sort of German jargon, shows like- 
wise their German origin. | 
§ State of the Jews in Poland, by M. Carmoly. 
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flourishing condition. It is from this circumstance that the 


nobility gave him, by way of derision, the surname of Krol-— 


Chlopow, “the peasant king.” They did not feel that by this 


appellation, they conferred upon him the most honourable title 


which the ambition of a prince could covet. 
Casimir the Great had also received the surname of Ahasuerus 

to indicate that, notwithstanding his great qualities and sublime 

virtues, he was yet not exempt from human passions, He was 


- not insensible to the impressions of female charms ; and being 


naturally lively, and consequently inconstant, he often. changed 


his mistress, and, among others, admitted to his royal bed a 
 Jewess of extreme beauty, named Esterka,|| a native of Opoczno, 


whom he preferred to Adelaide, the daughter of the Landgrave 


of Hesse, and he likewise dismissed from his palace the beautiful — 


Rokiczana, a Bohemian princess. 


By Esterka he had two sons: 
Nemir and Pelka. 


Authors who have not carefully analyzed the circumstance, 


have attributed to this passion Casimir’s kindness to the Jews, and, 


carried away by jealousy and prejudice, they have compared him 


to Ahasuerus in the Bible. But if we consider that Poland being 


then covered with immense forests, thinly populated, and void of 
towns, industry and commerce were yet to be created, we shall 


easily perceive that Casimir the Great could not do any thing 


better than protect the Jews. The sole consideration that he 
founded seventy towns, and gave Poland her first schools and 
laws, ought to be sufficient to guard his elevated and noble mind 
from any such base motives being ascribed to his high policy.. 
It is owing to the wise laws of this great prince, over the 


execution of which he carefully watched, that the Jews, decimated 
as they were in Germany, and persecuted throughout the whole | 


of Europe, came to seek an asylum on the borders of the Vistula. 


There they founded colonies and cities, established factories and 
enriched themselves, at the same time enriching the country. It | 
was the Jews exclusively who occupied themselves with the || 


establishment of manufactories, and the carrying on of all trades. 


Lublin, The monster building at Cracovy—which bears the name 


of Sukiennica, because there cloth was manufactured for the whole 
_kingdom— claims the admiration of the traveller for its magni- || 
ficence, and bears testimony to the noble generosity of the wise 


Czacki asserts, that the capital requisite for the erection of the 
seventy towns of which we have spoken, was furnished to the 


king not only by Polish but also by foreign Jews. “ Under this 


worthy king,” says that author, “the Christians did not despise 
the Jews; as they all: prospered under the protective wing of 


liberty, they praised and thanked their Creator, the Christian in 


his church and the Jew in his synagogue, for the happiness the 
enjoyed of livin 


We must not omit mentioning here an imputation which fana- 


draw upon them universal hatred. 
The people who brought their capital into Poland, erected 
manufactories there, and infused new life into Polish industry, the 


same. as absurd as it atrocious 


-—of using, In their religious ceremonies, the blood of Christian 


children. The king ordered enquiries to be instituted concerning 


this grave accusation, and, having convinced himself of the 


| The history of Casimir’s love for Esterka has inspired several of the 
Polish literati. Bronikowski and Bernatowicz have written historical 
novels of some merit, treating of that subject. M. C2zynski published “ The 
Peasant King,” a highly interesting work, and which pleads warmly the 
cause of the Jews. The latter work has been translated into German. 


Some young poet brought it into the form of a d ic 
PY rama, Which has bee 
lated into English by Mr. Cock. 


gy in the same country, and being ruled by the. 


Ihe money and the raw materials thus passed through their 

_ This was the period when the Jews established immense store- 
houses, called Kazimierz from the name of their royal benefactor ; | 
and of which the ruins are vet to be seen between Cracovy and 


_ bread and all kinds of productions.” — Peo” 
- Considering that the fanaticism and superstition so prevalent ip 
those ages spread every where the calumny against the Jews 


LL 


sh the latter, and to || 


Book of Morals. 


innocence of the Israelites, published an edict jp which 


exonerated the Jews from so ridiculous an accusation. and ; 
commemoration of the event, he ordered a church to be built : 
Cracow. at 
It will be found interesting to give here some extracts ¢, 
the statutes of Boleslas, confirmed by Cisimir the Great in 


carried out through the whole of his reign. These statute; and 


} 
show first the justice of the kings of Poland, and second}, - 
barbarous spirit which must have reigned in Europe at i tee 


when these ordinances were used as reproaches 
for his over-complacency towards the Jews. 

“In any case against a Jew where witnesses are required the 
Jew must be confronted with his witnesses, of whom two shou 
be Catholics and the third a Jew, who understands well the Joy. 


to the great king 


ish laws.” 


If we remember that in that age the Jews were accused 
poisoning the wells and shedding the blood of Christian childrey. 
we must not be surprised, that in order to shelter them againg; 
such injustice, the legislature thought proper to make that law of 
which the united Diet of the nobility, in the year 1543. cop. 
plained as being too favourable to the Jews. 

‘No toll shall be paid for the transport of the dead, Any 
Christian that shall defile a Jewish burial ground, shall be punishes 
by the confiscation of his possessions.” ee 

“ Whosoever shall throw a stone on a Synagogue, shall be 
condemned to pay a fine of two pounds of pepper.” : 

“When there are no positive proofs against a person who 


stands accused of having assassinated a Jew, the case is to be 


referred to the reigning prince.” 
“Jn the procedures instituted against the Jews respecting the 


| murder of Christian children,§] three Christian witnesses and as 
|| many Jewish ones are required. If the accuser cannot prove 
| the deed, he shall suffer the same punishment which would have 


befallen the accused, had he been found guilty.” 
~“ Jews are allowed to buy all sorts of merchandise, to deal in 


of using the blood of Christian children in their religious rites,** 


and that no hesitation whatever was made to accuse them un- 


justly of that crime, we shall easily understand why the law 


prescribed that there should. be Jewish witnesses as well a. 


Christian ones before such a crime could be punished. The 
superstitious monk, Zukowski, relates, that within a space of 300 
years, the Jews murdered 86 children. it is true that two 


decrees are extant, which condemn the Jews for this fictitious 


crime; this is certainly a circumstance painful to our feelings, 

but the confessions in both cases were elicited by tortures (Vide 

Tugendhold’s Work, ‘“ Defence of the Jews,’ Warsaw, i831). 


Man should never be ashamed of practising religious ceremonies, 
even when they expose him to mockery; he should, further, neve 


be ashamed of confessing the truth, of correcting his fellow-mel, . 


and of asking his preceptor about anything that he does not 
understand. But let every man beware of putting any one ! 
shame, remarking publicly upon the faults of his neighbour, 0 
uttering abusive language. Never say that a man has offered 
you his daughter in marriage, and that you have refused hers— 


€| We need not be surprised that some fanatics of that age entertained such 


‘chimerical ideas as that regarding the use of Christian blood in Jewis 


ccremonies, when we find that in our enlightened age, a noble Polish ure 
General Ostrowski, remarks in his work on the reform of the Jews (ps 10): 
‘The possibility of the crime of murdering Christian children, ca? ot 
means be denied, since the acts of the law proceedings have preserved t 
monies of these crimes and their punishment.” We are very 80m) 
this author has not formed an opinion on the subject. If he had only 4 he 
the trouble to read what has been written on the matter by Tugendho®, 
would have found unquestionable proofs against that unjust imputation 
 ** Stanislas Hugo justly remarks in his work Tu Chazy : “I a 4s 
Jews for the recompence owing to them on account of their innocen 
regards the accusation of having murdered Christian children.’ 
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HessE-CASSEL. —INTERMARRIAGES BETWEEN Jews AND 
CuristIANs.— The Chamber of Deputies has accepted a motion 
of the Deputy Pfeiffer, by which inter-marriages between Jews 
and Christians are granted. The chamber has petitioned govern- 
ment to lay‘down the regulations for such marriages, — Allgem. 
Zeit. des Jud. 


DisTRESS AMONG THE JEws.—The Allgemeine Zeitung des 


Judenthums brings appeals from Posen and Upper Silesia, 
depicting the penury and distress prevailing among these com- 


FOREIGN INTELLIGEN 


munities and calling upon their brethren in faith to tender their — 


support. 
FrANKFORT.— DEMISE OF THE AGED Baroness A. DE 
RoruscHILp.— On the 15th of July, the beloved wife of Baron 
A. de Rothschild died in consequence of an affection of the lungs. 
SnHonunGEN (BAVARIA).—ILL-TREATMENT OF THE Jews. 
_—Inthe above town of Franconia the Jews were exposed to pillage 
and. ill-treatment from their Christian neighbours, because they 


refused to give their vote to the clergyman of that town as their. 


representative in the National Assembly.—Jhid. 


Scutoss ZULZ (Upper Sivesia).—Jewisu AGRICULTURAL 
Cotony.—M. Berliner, who possesses large estates in this neigh- 
bourhood, has the idea of establishing a Jewish Agricultural 
Colony, consisting of about sixty families. He offers to give 
them land for cultivation, on the payment of a yearly rent; those 
who are in inferior circumstances are to be supplied with building 
materials and the other requisites for their first settlement; and, 
inorder to make the undertaking accessible even to those who 
are bereft of all means, he proposes to establish a society to 
support such as are desirous to join the undertaking. 

_ Though the colony is to be established principally by 
yet he will not refuse to 


~VrennaA.— PertopicaL Literature.— Of the Hebrew 


Jews, 
receive some Christians among the 


periodical pmy? +2319, The Stars of Isaac,”’ the twelfth Number 


has already been published. It is intended that, for the future, 
that publication shall also contain articles in the German language, 


bearing upon the religious, moral, and literary interests of Judaism, 


Of the Hebrew monthly publication wa tan, Beauties 
of the Months,’’ edited by I. Reggio, the first Number has only 
appeared ; it seems to have died rather an early death.—/hid. 

VIENNA.— APPOINTMENT OF THE JEWS TO PuBLIC OFFICES, 
—We have been favoured with the sight of a private leiter from 
Vienna, from which we extract the following particulars ;— 

Dr. Fischhof has been appointed ‘Privy-Councillor. On a late 
occasion, when he had to address the Archduke John, the present 
Lord-Lieutenant of Germany, he observed Not because you 
are a prince, but notwithstanding that you are a prince, the 

Germans have placed you at the head of their empire.” Dr. 
Jellineck, a lecturer of Leipsic, very ingeniously remarked, that 
it might be said of Dr. Fischhof, ‘“ Not because he is a Jew, but 
notwithstanding that he is a Jew, he has been appointed Privy- 

M. Goldmark has been nominated Director of the Police. 

The ministry have held out the promise, that a plan would 
‘shortly be laid down which would do away with the poll-tax of 
the Jews, which they considered a disgrace to the country. 

The Synagogue in Dresden, is an elegaat building in the By- 
_Zantine style, by the celebrated architect Secuper.— Jewish 1 ntel- 
ligence. 

Q.—Did Solomon really worsh 

_4.—No; but in consequence 0 
Wives from doing so, it is accounted 
Questions and Answers on the Bible. 


* 


ip idols ? | 
f his not having prevented his 
to him as a sin.—— Ayers 


-}) the land of their enemies, and their captivity did not cease. — 


Os. 
A Narrative tHe Last Decenntum OF THE 
Firreenru Century. 
FROM THE GERMAN OF P. PHILIPPSON., 
(Continued from page 637). 
CuHaprern XXV. | 
The great synagogue of Granada was thronged with the devout; 


{ lamentations filled the air; old men sat weeping on the floor of the 


house of God, and their tears fell on the sacred volumes containing the 
| hymns of vanished liberty, from the mourning of Jeremiah over the 
ruins of Jerusalem down to the times when the warriors of Europe 
again invaded Palestine, and commenced the deliverance of her people by 
| slaughtering them. The lamentations were followed by a solemn 
silence; after which an old man began to sing the song of Jehudah 
Hallevy, which he had sung when breathing out his soul under the 
hoofs of a wild Arab steed. When the recitation was finished, the scrolls 
of the law were taken from the ark, and they read the living word of 
God. Every one present listened with undivided attention to the story 
of ancient days, when Israel was driven away from the graves of their 


citadel had been wasted. Fifteen centuries had rolled away down the 
stream of time, and vet the feet of the exiles found no resting-place im 


Suddenly a maiden made her way into the assembly, who’ were 
startled by her beauty. It was Dinah, the daughter of Nissa. She 


oe 


together. 


kissed the scrolls of the law in the hands of the aged Rabbi, and having | 
ascended the steps leading to the holy ark, spoke as follows :— __ 
Men of Israel, you are amazed at the boldness of a maiden in— 
venturing to step upon this holy spot; but do not accuse me of pro-. 
fanity towards the sanctuary on the very day when we lament that we 
are to quit it. On such a day even the maiden takes courage to speak 
before her people, and the words of the prophet are fulfilled, ‘ Thy | 
youths shall be prophets, and thy daughters foretelling the future.’ 
For the last time are we within .these walls; already is the holy ark — 
emptied of that treasure which we have preserved from Sinai, O may 


|| it live in our hearts, and become a light to guide us through the dark | 


- path in which we have to tread, and may it be a hope to the wretched, 
anda joy to our life! The tempest of the Most High threatens us ; 
we are banished from our fatherland and know not whither to direct 
our steps. “The priest is levelled with his people, the master with his. 
| servant, the rich with the poor. We have experienced many disasters . 
through a long series of years; but the Lord has ever spoken, ‘ Retire 


within thy chamber, my people, and shut the door behind thee, hide — 
thyself for a moment until my wrath shall have passed.’ This time is 
| different; the misery which has befallen us does not concern only one 
| person, or one family, or one community; it falls upon all our brethren 
| But what says the Lord of lords, most sacred in Israel; 
‘ Stand still, that ye may see the salvation of the Lord.’ - By trusting 
and enduring you will be strong. Let us now fulfil the command to 
trust in him, and help will be surely nigh. Your ears will surely hear 
the words which a messenger of the Lord will whisper to you, ‘ This 
is the way in which ye shall go; stray not from it, neither to the nght 
nor to the left,’ But this way is the way of humiliation before the 
Lord, who will lead us over the mighty waters as he hath guided us 
through the wilderness. Let the people rage and the kings of the earth — 
set themselves against us, we will quietly depart, and no blood shall 
stain our temple, Let them take our houses; we will encamp under 


| the everlasting tent of heaven, until the Lord sends us intelligence whither 


we are to go and where our brethren are assembled, No resistance, 
my brethren, to these spoilers, for it would be a crime against the Lord, 
who shall send his judgment upon the land, that it shall be waste and 
desolate. All her princes shall be as nothing, and thorns shall come 
up in her palaces, and nettles and brambles in-her fortresses. But he 
will strengthen our feeble hands. The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as a rose.” 
|...A melancholy joy filled the community ; for they deemed that Israe} 
/was not lost When maidens like this yet lived, The sacred scrolls Were” 
now carried away from the halls of the synagogue, and the people 
followed with tears and lamentations. Youths with drawn swords 
walked on either side of the scrolls; but even the common class of 
people withdrew with a holy reverence for it, spite of their hatred 
against the Jews; they could not but acknowledge, that out of Zion 
went forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, | 


Cuaprern XXVI. 


On the morning of the Sth of May, 1492, the bells were ringing 


forefathers, after. the temple had been destroyed by fire, and Zion’s — 
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place from the fury of the people. 
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from the cathedral of Granada, as the servants of the bg aay filled 
the streets and joined with the populace, crying, “ Death to the 
Marannos!” Loud and more loud grew the tumult in the open spaces 
and before the gates, while the Jews in their houses trembled with fear, 
and commended their souls. to their Creator. The timid concealed 
their jewels in their clothes, while the more brave shut the doors of 
their houses and armed themselves. The fury of the populace was 
now excited to the highest pitch, and they attacked several houses, 
maddened with the desire of plunder and murder. They spared 
neither the babe on its mother’s breast, nor the wife in the arms of her 
husband, nor the sick and aged in their beds. The floors of the rooms 
were reddened with blood, as the ruffian band spread slaughter far and 
wide, delighted with the sight of the convulsions of the dying and with 
the sound of their victims’ shrieks. All at once the voice of a herald 
was heard in the streets, announcing to the people the king’s order, 
that none of the Jews’ property was to be touched, as it was forfeited 
to the state, and that the Jews themselves were to be removed and 
conducted to the open space before the Alhambra. 
the Inquisition were withdrawn, the houses occupied by soldiers, and 
the inhabitants removed. When this had been done, the Rabbins ad- 
dressed the authorities, and asked, as their only request, that they 


_ should be again permitted to visit once more the burial-place before 


_ Granada. This was granted; for it was easy to defend them in that 


In this dreadful hour, Jehudah and Dinah determined on dying 
together. They were in the house of Arama, and Dinah’s tears flowed 


fast as she thought of her little charges, when the prior of the convent. 
entered, accompanied by Gonzago, and a crowd of followers, who | 
_ could scarcely be restrained from attacking the inmates of the room. 
The prior produced a decree of the Inquisition, commanding the 
-maiden to be placed under the protection of the monastery, together 


- with the children, who, as Arama was stated by them to have declared, 
were anxious to embrace Christianity. Jehudah threw himself in the 
way between the maiden and the priests with his drawn sword, exclaim- 


| ing, that they should not touch her, unless they first slew him, But 


Dinah took his hand, and whispered, “ Retire, Don Jehudah, and I 
will follow the men; but you will first allow me, worthy prior, to 
fake with me a precious jewel which I cannot leave here.” With 
_ these words she hastened into an adjoining room, leaving the monks 
_ Waiting impatiently. A cry was suddenly heard, ‘ Save your lives, 


the house is in flames!” and smoke burst forth from all parts of the 
_ With a cry of horror Jehudah rushed into the chamber where Dinah © 
ut the furious multitude swept him away with the || 


had disappeared; b 
children. | | 

_ Beams upon beams fell with a loud noise, and the crackling flames 

rose up to the roof. Suddenly the maiden appeared there. Her looks 


wandered as she commended her soul to God, and she was on the — 


point of falling into the flames, when a hideous-looking man was seen 
cloak. He then vanished as quickly as he appeared, by a tremendous 
_ leap into the adjoining gardens. . They were seen no more, and the house 


was soon a heap of ashes—the mighty tomb of those who lay buried 
beneath the ruins. 


~Cuapter XXVIII, 


The Jewish burial-ground before the gates of Granada was built in 
the form of an amphitheatre. Here are many monuments to prolong 
the memory of the dead; the white tombstones are covered with 


unfortunate to rest in peace. In one corner stood a hall of white sand- 
stone, bearing the inscription, ‘ He is the rock whose work is perfect, 
for all his ways are judgment; he is a God of truth and without 
iniquity, just and right is he.” To this hall the multitude thronged, 
_ while some dispersed themselves among the tombs, where their tears 
mingled with the dew-drops that glittered on the blossoms of the wild 
thyme. An old man then ascended the steps of the hall, and with a 
faltering voice began to sing the words of the sacred Abodah in cele- 
_ bration of the Most High. The people sank on their knees, and were 
absorbed in prayer, when clouds gathered on the horizon, and the 
heavens were darkened with thick shadows. The sunlight grew dim 
and, in the distance, rolled the thunder, coming nearer and nearer. 
The sea roiled its waves more and more as the tempest agitated them ; 
the lightnings flashed, and the elements struggled together with terrific 
force. ‘Terror was depicted on every countenance; but the old man 

_ siood unmoved, as the lightning played around him. 
“The Lord has answered us,” said he; “ listen, my brethren. to 
the mighty voice which breaks from his sanctuary at the sound of ‘our 


prayers.” And the peuple answered, “ Amen.” 


The servants of 


| houses, which could not protect them, to the 
| community were praying. They clung to 


‘them again and shut them in everlasting darkness, Eve 


of the cathedrals were dashed to pieces, and whole palaces 


But the tempest now grew more terrible; the earth trembled ang 
shook to its foundations. The mountains of the Alpuxares “ei 
asunder, and streams of fire gushed forth and rose up in flames my 
sky, spreading a fearful light around the scene. The eart : 


h op 
and whole villages were swallowed in the chasms, which closed ove’ 


k ; the tops 


itself was troubled, for the ground on which it stood shoo 


upon the inhabitants beneath, 
Thus was the judgment of the Almighty shown against the Spaniard 
and thus their fury against the Jews was silenced. They fled from their 


place where the Jewish 


oe. the cold tombstones, and 
listened to the voice of their victims. | | 


© God has answered us,” said the old man; “ the mountains trem. 


* 


- ble, but his mercy endureth for ever. Let us now, my brethren, take 


| trembled not, for when a man has lost his country, what can 


| or, perhaps, the disgust, of the 


| 


our steps through the trembling earth, and turn ourselves to the geq. 
for the fury of our adversaries will awake with the day, and we shall 
again be persecuted. So farewell, Granada, and farewell, Spain ; we 
Thus the community left Granada to join their brethren on the sea. 
shore; and, although the terrors of nature were rife around them, they 
Nature do 
to make him tremble whose hopes are past and vanished? — 5 
(To be continued.) 


Recicgious WARFARE 1N JAMAICA.— The Rev. Thomas 


Pennock, Minister of the Jamaica Wesleyan Methodist Asso- 


ciation, has lately published “ An affectionate Address to the 


| Jews of Jamaica, on the great subject of Christianity,” in which 


he endeavours to set forth the divine authority of the New Testa-. 
ment, and calls upon the Jews to adopt the Christian faith, 
- The above pamphlet drew forth two able refutations, viz, 

one by the Rev. Solomon Jacobs, Pastor of the English and 


| German Synagogue, Kingston, Jamaica; and another by Rabbi 
| B. C. Carillon, Minister of the Reformed Svnagogue, Spanish 


The points at issue have been so frequently and copiously — 
discussed in this country, that throughout the above controversy — 
we observe no feature that would be novel to our readers. We 
will, therefore, not enter into the details. But we cannot forbear 


alluding to the degree of acrimony with which the Rev. Mr. _ 


Pennock inveighs against his colleagues, the Christian divines, 
and which will be perceived from the following extract—his- 


|| concluding remarks: 
to ascend on to the roof and seize her, covering her with a ragged red — 


“Tt seems that a certain person feels very sore on account of some 
passages which he has read in my book on the ‘ Christian Ministry. 
It appears that, among the articles of my manufactory, he has found 


| a cap which fits him, and in which he cut his first caper at a late dis- 


graceful tee-total meeting. Perhaps among the matters of these 
addenda he will find a feather of variegated colours, suitable for his cap, 
which I presume he will be wise enough to stick in, Could I have 
reduced my descriptive particulars to two, I might, perhaps, instead of 
giving them collectively the name of a feather, have designated them 


| | ; || ass’s ears, in reference to certain appendages worn by certain officials, 
myrtles ; and the whole scene is so quiet, that, as it were, it invited the 


kept for a particular purpose in noble and other great families in days 
of yore. ‘The person here alluded to has my full permission to figure — 
away as long as he pleases in his novel head-dress, for the amusement, 
public. Should the personage 1 
question be dissatisfied with the set-off which I have already given him, 
I may, perhaps, tack a few bells to his cap by and by; though I eon 
it will be pretty generally admitted, that he makes jingling enovg 
without them. 

| have also heard, from a source which I can rely upon as correct, — 
that a certain person, who some time ago enjoyed a great deal of my 
mis-bestowed favour and kindness, has had the impertinence to assert, 
that Lam now publishing books for the purpose of making meet 
This is a downright falsehood; and if the person alluded to will a 
sult certain book-printing and book-selling friends of his, yep Pi 
perhaps tell him, that I am not likely to gain much money of hee - 
my books at two shillings per copy, and also giving many copies a 
gratis. Ido not, however, wonder at the assertion of the party 3 ig 
referred to; for I have, before now, had painful proof that falechoo” : 
one of his distinguishing characteristics, But supposing As 
begun to publish books for the sole purpose of making money; yee 
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ethod more in accordance with my sacred profession than 
rer and selling new rum, salt pork, salt fish, etc., etc., pape 
reverend has lately done, and perhaps is still doing, and with which 
reverend my calumniator is intimately acquainted and associated. If 
\jr. Pappy, to whom these remarks refer, read them over, he will, per- 
haps, find a cap which exactly fits him. He ig welcome, if he choose 
to put that cap on, and to figure away in it by the side of his patron, 
whom I have already set forth. These are, indeed, a brace of worthies, 
who richly deserve the peculiar notice which I have condescended to 
‘bestow upon them.” 


If the Rev. Mr. Pennock throws out such examples of Chris- 


tian love and charity as inducements for the Jews to receive the | 


doctrines of the Christian faith, we fear, or, rather, we hope, that 
his great work of conversion will make but little progress. 


HAMBRO’ SYNAGOGUE.—On Saturday last, the Rev. the 


Chief Rabbi delivered a discourse at the above Synagogue, taking 
for his text the following verse from the portion of the day :— | 


« And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deut. vi. 5). The 


-yeverend lecturer dilated upon the three sources from which our’ 


Jove of God should proceed, viz. the heart, the intellect, and the 


by an impressive admonition to keep the 
commandments, especially the observance of the Sabbath- day; | 


The Synagogue was thinly attended. — 


Tue Late Mysterious Murper 1n SpITALFIELDS.— 
benefit in aid of the bereaved and afflicted parents of Henry Laza- || 


rus, the child an account of whose mysterious murder appeared 
in No. 115, ete., of the Jewish Chronicle, took place at the Eagle 


Tavern, City Road, on Saturday evening last. We are happy to 


record, that the exertions of the Committee, mainly composed. of 


Jewish were crowned with the success their benevo-— 
lence merited. The opera was ‘‘ La Dame Blanche,” in which |} ¢parnclata 
Miss A. Mears and Mr. Rafter particularly distinguished them- 
selves, and received the repeated plaudits of the audience, the | 
entire company also meriting applause. Mr. Campbell, the 
manager, appeared on the stage, and addressed the assemblage. 
He said, Ladies and Gentlemen, —I have the honour of appear- 


ing before you, in order to offer to you the sincere thanks of the 


party in whose cause you are this evening assembled. ‘There is 


probably not one present, but is perfectly aware of the melancholy 


and afflicting circumstances under which you have met together. 
To dwell upon them would be impertinent on my part; to pass_ 
them over unnoticed would be improper. If consolation could — 


be received by a man under the painful occurrence alluded to, it 


would be the kind and universal feeling which has attended his | 
mournful deprivation. A shrine of sympathy, as it were, has || 
heen erected, at which all have bowed without reference to creed | 


or belief, but all united together by those ties which humanity 
alone has formed. © Ladies and Gentlemen, your reward for what 


you have done to-night, will be the conscicusness that you have 


performed a benevolent and praiseworthy action ; and the plea- 
sure you may derive from the efforts of the actors in the mimic 
scene, will be considerably enhanced in the reflection, that you 
have lent your aid to help the troubled and afflicted.” At the 


| close of this address, which was listened to amidst the most pro-— 


found and solemn silence, the audience testified their appreciation 
of the short, but suul-stirring address of the speaker, by a unani- 
Mous and enthusiastic burst of applause. 


Tue Jewisy Free SCHOOLS AT THE WEsT-EnpD.—We have | 
learnt, with much satisfaction, that the Committee of the “ Western 


Jewish Girls’ Free Schooi’’ have made it a rule, to put the 


pupils under examination, before holding their monthly meetings | 


{on every fourth Sunday consecutively) at the School-room, 20), 
Dean Street, Soho Square, for the purpose of investigating the 
progress made during the past month. The system has worked 


80 well, that the Committee of the Boys’ Free School in Greek | 


Street, have likewise adopted it. We understand that the Sub- 
scribers and their friends are admitted to these examinations, 
which certainly are a step in the right direction. The next 
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monthly meeting will be held at the Girls’ Free School, on Sunday 
morning next, at 11 o'clock. 
City or Lonpon Mecuanics’ ATHEN&UM, Bury Court, 
St. Mary Axe.—An Elocutiona 
funds for improving the Library, took place at the above Institu- 
tion, on Wednesday last, P. H. Hatch, Esq. in the chair. 
The chairmen in addressing the assembly, remarked on the 
advantages of Elocution, not only for those who would one day 


| become public speakers, but for every person in whatever sphere 


of society he might move. 
_ The entertainment consisted of an address written by P. H. 
Hatch, Esq., and recited by Mr. J. Harper; and the recitations 
of several narrative and dramatic pieces. ae oe. 

The room was well filled, and the young performers acquitted 
themselves very creditably in their respective parts. 


_ We hear that Mr. Charles Egan, the Chancery barrister, is 
preparing for publication, a work on the Status of the Jews in 
England, from the earliest times to the present. chinaes 


REVIEWS. 


Practical Instruction in the Hebrew Language. Part I. Hebrew ea 


Reading Lessons, with a literal translation. London, 1848. : 
We have always considered it a peculiar advantage, which 


Jewish children have over those of other creeds, in that they 


are taught a foreign language at an unusually early stage of their 


lives. The beneficial influence which this must exercise upon the 
development of their mental faculties, is obvious. The study of | 
a foreign tongue, or even the mere translation froma foreign to 
our native idiom, cannot but lead our mind to comparisons,—and _ 
comparing is the very essence of thinking. Thus learning to 
But if we mis- 
| take the method which should be followed, in order to make this — 
advantage a real one, we not only deprive our youth of their — 

prerogative, but also rob them of a valuable portion of their 


time, to no avail. 
In this respect, we hail the appearance of the small volume 
before us—small as it is —as a step in the right direction. In 
the teaching of Hebrew in our schools, the practical road has’ 


hitherto ever been pursued, while, at the same time, it has 


been acknowledged by all who have any opinion in the matter. 


that the grammatical way would be desirable. The fact is this: 


—We want Jewish children to understand their prayers, and read — 
the sacred volume in the original, before they can be expected to 
know Hebrew. On the other hand, it is only the grammatical 
knowledge of’ a language which can lay strong hold of the — 


human mind, and guard the memory against utterly forgetting 


that idiom when practice in the same shall have ceased for 
~ gome continuance of time. Any one will allow, that if our youth 


were made well acquainted with the grammatical structure of the 


Hebrew tongue, they would not terminate their study of Hebrew — 


with the day of their leaving school, but take the advantage so. 


derived with them into after-life, and cultivate a study which — 
would then afford a pleasure. While then the necessity of teach- 


ing to translate practically, and the advantage of grammatical 


- knowledge seem to be conflicting elements in the tuition of the 


holy tongue, we must give the palm to that system which would 
combine the two, as far as they can be combined, 


- And this, we perceive, is the object which the author of this 
little book had in view, 


ing of the words, with that of directing the learner's attention to 
their grammatical form.” 


This is exactly what is wanted. From the first introduction of 


the pupil to foreign expression, he must be made aware what is 


the grammatical form of the word which he translates. The 


author of this book has endeavoured to follow out this plan, by 


exhibiting, through the means of dashes - the whole meaning 
of each word separately. Thus, for instance, the Hebrew werds 
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Entertainment in aid of the - 


He says, in his preface, * the literal 
translation combines the advantage of showing the simple mean- 
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CHRONICLE. 


obiy rin are rendered by :—Lord of - (the) universe -; the 
dash after of showing that the first word means “ Lord of” 
which gives at once the idea of the construct state; while the 
being put in parentheses shows, that the definite article is not used 
in Hebrew. 

We sincerely hope that these Hebrew Reading Lessons will find 
their way into many of our elementary schools, where they will 
be found of great utility. We have the more reason to wish 
this little work success, since the author promises us in his preface, 


in the case of the present work meeting with approval, to furnish |; 


similar progressive works, of which there is indeed a sad want. 
- With another great desideratum of Hebrew school literature, 


we hope we are also on the verge of being supplied, viz.— a 
Jewish translation of the Bible. We have seen a prospectus to — 


such a work, undertaken by Dr. A. Benisch; and we trust, that 
support will not be wanting on the part of our brethren, to 


advance the views of the Translator. We will, for the present, 
not remark any further upon that publication; for it would be- 


precocious to speak of the merits of a work of which we have as 
yet seen only the prospectus; and the necessity for a Jewish 
translation of the Bible is too apparent to need any comment. 


Hebrew and English Almanack for the Years 5609 and 5610 
from the Creation, corresponding with the C. £. 1848, 1849, 
and 1850. I. Vallentine, 132, Houndsditeh, London. 


Tuts little volume has made its usual annual appearance, and, 


like its predecessors, is replete with necessary and useful infor- 


mation. If any of our co-religionists are found to be transgres- | 


sing with respect to the commencement or. going out of the 


- Sabbaths and festivals, they can at least not plead ignorance as 


an excuse, since, for a mere trifle, correct tables regarding these. 
matters are offered.to them in the Almanack before us. It will, | 
altogether, be found a convenient and useful companion and guide | 


throughout the two vears. 


NOTICE. | 


It is most particularly requested, that NO MONEY be 


paid to Mr. M. H. Bresstau, on account of the 


Jewisu Curonicie, he having long ceased to be 


the employment of the Proprietor. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Jewish Chronicle Office’? ONLY. 

W 
lorwarded to us a Poem by Mrs, Hyneman. Though we respectfully 
decline the insertion of the same, it having appeared elsewhere, we shall 


yet be very happy to open our columns to Mrs. Hyneman’s poetry, if | 


forwarded to us in the first instance. : | | 
We should feel obliged to any correspondent in France who would favour 
us with the names of our co-religionists who sit in the National 
of that country, and the departments which they represent, 


MMHE WAY OF FAITH; or, THE ABRIDGED BIBLE: 
& containing selections from all the Books of Holy Writ, by Dr, M. 
Bupincer. Illustrated with Coloured Maps. Translated from the Fifth 
German Edition, by Davip.AsHER. 
ApbLka, Chief Rabbi of the United Congregations of the British Em 
Intended for the use of Jewish Schools and Families. | 
* Let faith first be strengthened by the Word of God; let the youthful 
mind first acquire a knowledge of God, and a love for the good, by an 
intimate acquaintance with the biblical facts, descriptions, and characters : 
then only, and not until then, let a systematic instruction jn religion sue- 
ceed, ond it shall prove as salutag‘y as a vernal shower upon the young 

LONDON : 
SAMUEL BAGSTER AND SONS, 15, PATERNOSTER ROW. 


pire, 


» grateful to our anonymous correspondent for having kindly 


Specially sauctioned by the Rev. Dr. 


Now Published, Price Sixpence. 


true and correct HEBREW AND 


For PorRTUGUESE AND GERMAN JEws, 

[JEBREW AND ENGLISH ALMANACK, for the 
5609 and 5610, corresponding with C. E. 1848, 1849 
Edited by I. VALLENTINE. Containing prefatory remarks; the Calenda 
with Chronological Memoranda; the exact time of the commencement ay 
conclusion of Sabbaths, Fasts, Festivals, ete., calculated upon the most 
minute astronomical principles, and allowed to be correct by the highest 
authorities ; the portions of Scripture read on Sabbaths, Holidays, ete, both 
in the Hebrew and English Texts; the Jewish and Christian Holidays for 
the ensuing nine years; Chronological Tables ; Kclipses, and other astro. 
nomical phenomena; a List of all the Synagogues, with their respective 
Honorary Officers, throughout the kingdom; also all the London Jewish 
Charitable Institutions, Societies, and their Officers, etc. ; Jewish Masonic 
Lodges ; Foreign Consuls in London ; Post Office Regulations; Bankers . 
Printed by I. Vallentine, and published at the “ Jewish Chronicle” Office 
132, Houndsditch, and may be had of Mr. I. Lyons, 26, Duke-street, Aldgate: 
H. Abrahams, Houndsditch ; P. Silverstein, Birmingham. ks 


ENG. 


Years 
» and 1850. 


Assembly |] | 


: 


J. V. begs also to inform the Jewish community, that he will havea 


small parcel of choice and green for mano, which he 


. will be enabled to sell at unprecedentedly low prices. 


The Almanachk 
| 
5609 and 5610 
READY. 
S. SOLOMON, 16, Bevis Marks. 


ISS SOLOMON begs to inform her Friends and the Public, that she has. 
removed her Establishment from Clarence House, East Sheen, to 


SILVER STREET, EDMONTON ; and in returning thanks for the patronage 
|| hitherto experienced, she begs to assure them, that the same unremitting 


attention will be continued to the Pupils placed under her care, both as re- 
_gards their health and general improvement. = |... 
Cards of Terms to be had of Mr. H. N. Solomon, Edmonton ; of Mr. M. 


| Solomon, 144, Leadenhall-street ; and of Mr. S. Solomon, 16, Bury-street, 


St. Mary Axe. 


Hiebrew Literature, 
AT the solicitation of several Gentlemen anxious to promote the cultiva- 
| tion of Hebrew Literature anda knowledge of Judaism, Mr. M. H. Myers 


ie {| has been induced to form an EVENING CLASS for the Instruction of 
rly requested that Correspondence, etc., be 


Adults in Jewish Theology and tie Hebrew Language. => oe 
- The Class will assemble, for the first time, on WEDNESDAY, the 23rd INsrt., 
and every succeeding Wednesday, at 8 o’Clock, p.m., at No. 8, St. Mary 

| é Terms — One Guinea per Annum. 


Commercial Boarding House, 4, South- 
Parade, Parsonage, Manchester. 
N consequence of a report having been circulated that the above Establish 
_ ment is about to decline Business, Mesdames SELIG and BENJAML 
beg to contradict the same, as the report is. as malicious as unfoundet 
Mesdames 8. and B. return their grateful thanks to the Gentlemen “< 
‘Ladies of the Hebrew persuasion, for the very liberal support alread) 
received, and hope, by strict attention, to merit a continuance of thetr 
patronage. 


As Companion. 

YOUNG LADY of the Jewish persuasion, of the highest respectable 

desirous of entering a family,as Companion either to a Lady or lacs 

Daughter, where she would be treated as an equal. For further ge 

apply to Mrs. Lawrance, 99, Montpelier Road, Brighton, or to Mrs. -— 
35, Finsbury Circus, London. | 


_ _ Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at'the Printing Office, Circus Place 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street, Finsbury-circus, and PU 


W. Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and may be had at the Jewish Chroniele U° 


| 24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. Friday, August 18, 1848: 
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